
The Interna�onal Organiza�on for 
Migra�on (IOM), through the support 
of the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster 
Assistance (OFDA), successfully 
manages Rapid Response Fund (RRF) 
programs across numerous IOM 
Missions worldwide. Since 2010, the 
RRF program serves as a fast, flexible 
funding mechanism to enable 
life-saving responses to cri�cal 
humanitarian needs through support 
to interna�onal and na�onal 
non-governmental organiza�ons 
(INGOs and NNGOs). RRF programs 
priori�ze rapid delivery of 
humanitarian assistance to 
popula�ons affected by natural or 
man-made crises, such as outbreaks 
of disease, conflict, flood, and 
drought. These grants provide urgent 
support to Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs), returnees and 
vulnerable members of the host 
communi�es across a variety of 
humanitarian sectors, including 
Non-Food Items (NFIs), Shelter and 

Water, Sanita�on and Hygiene 
(WASH), Agriculture and Food 
Security, Health, Nutri�on, Protec�on, 
and Humanitarian Coordina�on and 
Informa�on Management. 

IOM has strong ins�tu�onal capacity 
and staffing with exper�se in 
overseeing small grant programs in 
emergency contexts. Funds to INGO 
and NNGO partners are disbursed 
according to a systema�c selec�on 
process based on the RRF Guidelines, 
and in alignment with each context’s 
humanitarian response plans and 
SPHERE standards. An emphasis is 
placed on technical and organiza�onal 
capacity building when working with 
NNGO partners, in an effort to 
strengthen local organiza�ons’ ability 
to respond quickly and effec�vely to 
local humanitarian emergencies long 
a�er receiving RRF support. IOM’s RRF 
methodology can be quickly 
replicated for fast start-up of RRF 
programming by IOM Missions 
worldwide. 

IOM has offices in over 100 countries, 
plays a strategic role within the United 
Na�ons Country Team, UN structures, 
and various humanitarian 
coordina�on bodies, and works 
alongside many INGOs and NNGOs to 
implement RRF projects. IOM also 
enjoys good working rela�onships 
with host governments and Cluster 
Leads, and is the UN Agency 
addressing movement and migra�on 
issues, par�cularly with regard to the 
mobility dimensions of crises. 
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